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WEB BLURB: In fall 2014, David Alexander, professor of philosophy, and his wife moved into an HU
dorm. Their presence has garnered both positive and negative responses from the students.

By Gina Eisenhut

[Music starts]

NICK BALSINGER: It’s freshman move-in day. You meet your roommate, your R.A. and a few
floormates—oh, and the professor that lives in your hall. Before the 2014 fall semester, the idea of
living in the same building as your professor was a foreign concept. But now, it’s a reality for
students who live in Miller Hall. [Music fades] They now share a dorm with a philosophy
professor and his family.

EISENHUT: When Dr. Alexander and his wife, Genevieve, moved their son and daughter into HU at
the beginning of the 2014-15 school year, they were also in the process of moving into a dorm
themselves. The Alexanders are headlining the university’s launch of faculty-in-residency. Jesse
Brown, the associate dean of student development, says it is an effort to enhance community life and
build stronger relationships between students and staff. He says it’s an easy transition for the school
and the Alexanders, who moved from their home just a block away on Himes Street.

JESSE BROWN: There’s a decent amount of momentum moving forward already between faculty
and students—the Alexanders being a part of those faculty that spend time with students out of the
classroom. They’d often be on campus anyway.

EISENHUT: Alexander says he heard about the concept from a magazine distributed by his alma
mater, Arizona State, and approached President Sherilyn Emberton about it at the pair’s first
meeting.

ALEXANDER: A school like Huntington University seems like the place you would find a faculty-in-
residence program. What better place for something like this to happen?
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NEW RESIDENCY: David and Genevieve Alexander pose for a photo in their new apartment in
the basement of Miller Hall. Alexander said his family had to sell or donate almost half of what

they owned in order to fit into their new smaller living space. (Photo by Gina Eisenhut)

EISENHUT: Alexander says when he proposed the idea, he didn’t initially have himself and his wife
in mind. But HU offered him the position in spring 2014.

ALEXANDER: I actually declined it from the university. I actually said, no, we’re not interested.

EISENHUT: Alexander said one contributing factor to this answer was the fact that both his daughter
and son would be HU freshmen in the fall.

ALEXANDER: We didn’t want to follow them on campus like some weird parents.

EISENHUT: But their answer changed over the summer, after his children gave him their go-ahead.
Alexander’s daughter Angel, who recently moved into the second bedroom of the apartment with her
parents, says she supports her parents’ new roles on campus.

ANGEL ALEXANDER: I thought it was a great idea, honestly. Most people would be like, “Ugh, my
parents are on campus,” but I love my parents a lot, and they’re pretty cool.

EISENHUT: Even after getting acceptance from their children, however, the Alexanders nearly
withdrew their commitment because of confusion regarding the new resident director’s living space.

ALEXANDER: We discovered that the R.D. was living in a dorm room and was not living in an
apartment. We didn’t know that.

EISENHUT: The Alexanders feared that HU had kicked Jessica Hatcher, the R.D. of Miller and
Meadows Halls, out of the apartment in order to make room for the faculty-in-residency.

ALEXANDER: We discovered that’s not what went down. When Jessica was offered the job, she was
told that she would move into a dorm [room].

EISENHUT: So, the couple made Miller Hall their home. Micah Butts, who lives on the second floor
of Miller, says there’s nothing awkward about a professor living on campus. He thinks the
Alexanders are the perfect candidates for this role.

BUTTS: There’s definitely no downsides to them moving in. I mean if they weren’t a cool couple, it
might be weird. But the Alexanders are definitely cool.

EISENHUT: David and Genevieve Alexander are in the process of inviting each floor of Miller and
Meadows Halls to their home for get-to-know-you events that will help establish a foundation for
future talks and encounters.

ALEXANDER: One of the things we’d like to do is get students over here on a fairly regular basis to
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ONLY ONE: Huntington University stands alone among its local Christian school counterparts
with its faculty-in-residence program. (Graphic by Gina Eisenhut)

talk about current events or controversial issues. Let’s sit around and do that.

EISENHUT: Alexander hopes these connections between students and faculty will help to integrate
two distinct sides of campus—the western residential half and eastern academic section. He also
plans to hold a class in the Miller basement during the spring 2015 semester.

ALEXANDER: I do have students come over a lot for office hours here [in my apartment]. And again,
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this is my attempt to sort of have the east and west side of the campus intermingle a little bit more.

EISENHUT: The Alexanders also have an open-door policy. If their door is open, students are
welcome to come in. Even as we were talking, there was a knock at the door.

[Natural sound]

ALEXANDER: I have been very surprised at (a) how many students actually do it and (b) how many
students that I don’t really know do it. I’m sure there’s hesitation. I’m sure there’s some students that
were either hesitant or not at all excited about this.

EISENHT: After the first twelve weeks of the new living situation, some students, such as Miller Hall
resident Jaime Hillegonds, are still not enthusiastic about sharing a dorm with a professor.

HILLEGONDS: Overall, I don’t think I like it. I think the dorm life is supposed to be the dorm life,
where you’re just with other students. I think the Alexanders kind of throw that off.  But I also think
that it might be more of a drawback to people choosing to live in Miller.

EISENHUT: Because the program is still in its infancy, Hillegonds recognizes that there is room for
growth.

HILLEGONDS: I think that as the Alexanders continue to live there, people will get to know them
more.

EISENHUT: However, Alexander believes that the faculty-in-residence program could make HU
stand out from its competitors. Similar area schools, such as IWU, Bethel, Anderson, Saint Francis,
Marian, Goshen, Taylor and Grace, do not have professors living amongst students.

ALEXANDER: I think, again, this is something that could really distinguish Huntington from all the
other colleges and universities in the region and maybe most of the other Christian colleges in the
country.

EISENHUT: This is Gina Eisenhut, reporting for the Huntingtonian.
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